
 

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2020 

We are twinned with Mouvaux in France and 

Neukirchen-Vluyn in Germany 

Greetings! 

Easter greetings ended the last newsletter with 

the thought that it would be a time of 

celebration for some but sadly not for everyone. 

Apologies to the eagle -eyed whether linguist or 

not for the gremlins that added an umlaut to 

the German message - it is "frohe Ostern". 

 

Twinning during Lockdown 

We have witnessed some easing of the 

lockdown measures which have hopefully 

injected some shots of optimism into our 

members' lives.  

Members ideas please! 

No major steps forward will be reported as far 

as the programme of events is concerned but 

the committee has been pro-active in 

investigating members' views and showing 

concern for their wellbeing. The initiative to 

elicit data through personal telephone calls 

came up against a few data protection barriers 

but nonetheless the efforts of Jo Veglio have not 

gone unrewarded. The May committee meeting 

conducted via Zoom saw a robust exchange of 

views and ideas for later in the year. 

November AGM 

The date for the November AGM  

has yet to be set and suggestions for an 

alternative to a French film could involve a 

keynote speaker or a social aspect to encourage 

interactive discussion between members. 

Social, cultural and language programme 

Ideas put forward to provide a chance for 

members to meet up or for prospective 

members to have a taste of twinning are a 

regular monthly "table" at a local hostelry. Steve 

Haines will be doing the rounds for a suitable 

venue once pints are being pulled again but has 

conjured up an initial Zoom social event  

next Wednesday 10 June and every 2nd 

Wednesday of the month. See Jane's message 

hot off the press. Plans for September include: 

 

Tennis 

One bright note has been the re-opening of 

courts at Buckingham Tennis Club and Chairman 

Chris Northey re-affirmed his desire to welcome 

the Neukirchen-Vluyn visitors as and when 

travel and quarantine restrictions permit. 

 

Our twinning ethos – we are one 

I know several members were able to share the 

75th VE Day celebrations with socially distanced 

neighbours in the Friday sunshine. The day 

evoked memories here and for our twin towns 

but a short video clip on our Facebook page 

captured the reality and aspiration of our 

twinning ethos to the backdrop of John 

Lennon's "Imagine": French, German, English.. 

together at home ..we are one. Thanks again, Jo.  

A little later Twinning came to my mind. In a TV 

interview Captain, now honorary Colonel, soon 

to be Sir Tom Moore, summed up the link 

between then and now in one 

word..."comradeship".  This has been the 

watchword of our first two newsletters this year 

 

 

Buckingham Twinning Association is pleased to 

introduce new benefits to our members: 

Launching from September 2020, 4, monthly social 

or linguistic rendez-vous! 

 Thursday 3rd September : French “Rendez-vous 

des amis” with Stéphanie Scrase & Stéphanie 

Lepelletier 

Wednesday 9th September: “Social and cultural 
Evening” with Steve Haines (No language skills 
required) 

Wednesday 16th September: German social 

Evening with Sue Watkins 

Friday 25th September: Lingo-Mix event with Marie 

Da Silva 

The meetings will be running 8-9.30pm online until 

safe to meet again locally. Free for members.  

Linguistic sessions: FREE to members; £4 for non-

members. Meetings will be held monthly except 

for December and August. Contact us for more 

details and to be added to the invitation list! 



Behind Every Window is .. a Twinning Story 

Some of you may have seen the first of the 

series "behind every window is a story, a 

twinning story" as signposted in the last 

newsletter, either on  another great Facebook 

video clip or in the Bucks Advertiser on May 1. 

It featured one of our longstanding members, 

John Murray, at his upstairs window. 

What a brilliant title for the short article by 

Stephanie Scrase with the Bard-inspired title: 

Wherefore art thou? 

As Juliet in reverse she refrained from climbing 

up, to observe safe distance. John's enthusiasm, 

participation in civic and social visits to 

Mouvaux, as well as his hospitality in hosting 

barbecues, has earned him deserved popularity 

here and across the channel. Stephanie Scrase is 

working keenly to capture other reminiscence 

stories on other members who are currently 

self-isolating or trapped in lockdown. 

 

Cycling across Flandres – now in 2021? 

Out and about more cyclists seem to be taking 

advantage of the May sunshine. Our main May 

event was to be a cycling tour of Les Monts, 

surely appealing to those keen on two wheels 

but what and where is it? Stephanie Scrase 

kindly filled me in. The route from Cassel to 

Mouvaux takes in some beautiful mounts such 

as Cassel, Mont Rouge, and Mont des Cats. Day 

2 would have taken in the Belgian Flanders 

mounts, Ypres, and war cemeteries. She 

recommends stopping off at an "estaminet" 

which she describes as a little restaurant like 

your granny's dining room, with regional cooked 

food and wonderful beers. My old Collins Robert 

gives the meaning as tavern or low dive; in my 

even older Harraps dictionary of slang I find "bar 

of a brothel". Times have moved on and we are 

currently living in an age of social distancing!  

This sounds a demanding, fascinating, and 

memorable weekend for next year. 

Our local group for the cycling sister- and 

brotherhood is Swan Wheelers. Check out their 

informative website and they are also on 

Facebook and Instagram. 

News from Mouvaux 

The Salon des Artistes Peintres et 

Sculpteurs would normally be happening now, 

the first week of June, and our friends in 

Mouvaux are sorry not to be welcoming our 

exhibitors and our counterparts from the other 

twin towns as they done since 1993.  

A bright note is that their lovely Parc du 

Hautmont has just re-opened and the cherry 

and chestnut blossom look delightful. Cafés too 

are opening their 

doors. 

.. and from 

Neukirchen 

Vluyn 

Everyone, not just 

the knitters, will be 

pleased to see this 

amazing 

masterpiece of a 

Tepee 

And Christian Berges 

from Neukirchen sounds confident that a visit in 

September is on the cards!  

 

 

A terrific collage 

with lots of positive 

messages has 

appeared on our 

social media sites 

thanks to him. 

 

 

Boules competition 17 July 

Our next big event should be the annual Boules 

competition to coincide with Bastille Day, 

planned for 17 July. This would be a great time 

to celebrate coming out of lockdown. However, 

it is still TOO EARLY to say! The organising 

committee is ready and waiting and I am keen 

to see the first presentation of the Geoffrey 

Shaw cup. Will it go to the most or least 

argumentative team? (My tongue is firmly in my 

cheek). 

Looking forward 

Optimism must be tempered with realism and 

as soon as there is any news whether positive or 

negative YOU will be informed tout de suite (or 

even sooner than that as JY used to say). 

As small steps are being taken to enable some 

of us to meet up with family and friends let us 

hope that the wider twinning family will  meet 

again before too long. Wednesday 10th June 

will be a great start if you can make it. 

Best wishes        

Robert   

The personal views of newsletter editor  

Robert Winks                                           June 2020 

 

 


