
 

NEWSLETTER APRIL 2020 

We are twinned with Mouvaux in France and 

Neukirchen-Vluyn in Germany 

Greetings! 

This is the second newsletter of the year. The 

first aimed to strike an optimistic note and 

looked forward to a constructive and positive 

year ahead with new ventures and initiatives 

involving our longstanding friends in Mouvaux 

and our newer, now officially twinned, partners 

in Germany. How our lives have now changed 

and on a worldwide, not simply European scale. 

"Camaraderie" and "Freundschaft" are still the 

watchwords and needed more than ever.  The 

country is coming together and the number of 

groups offering community support in 

Buckingham is heart-warming. However, we 

have members who are not simply isolated but 

completely alone in the community and some 

whose lives may have already been touched by 

tragedy. So how are we keeping in touch during 

COVID 19?  First off, we are delighted with the 

amazing new website:  

www.buckinghamtwinning.org.uk 

Designed by Rachel Seago it is now and up and 

running thanks to the sterling work and hours of 

dedication of Christine Witter. ."360o Drone 

Media” is to be commended for the aerial drone 

shot of Buckingham – do have a look! 

The committee recognised at their last meeting 

at the start of March a need for a Corona virus 

policy. The speed of events since then has been 

phenomenal and it is now clear that the 

timescale for planned events will have to be 

reviewed. During the coming weeks a concerted 

drive will be made to communicate with those 

members in isolation, rekindle old friendships 

and expand membership with newer recruits of 

all age groups. "Behind each door there is a 

story...a twinning story" will be the title. 

Let's put this on hold until later in the 

newsletter and focus on the successes since 

early February. 

The Quiz night in Maids Moreton village hall 

was enjoyed by all and turned in a good profit. 

The young people there, who also helped with 

the organisation, made it a real family occasion. 

Teams of six refreshed by a delicious half-time 

Ploughman's supper fought a close battle to 

tackle questions posed by experienced 

quizmaster Terry Penny. BTA chair Sue Watkins 

commented that everyone deserved a prize. 

The visit to Neukirchen-Vluyn on the weekend 

of 14th/15th February for the official twinning 

signing ceremony cemented the strong bond of 

friendship built up since 2012. As their mayor 

Harald Lenßen commented "Jetzt sind wir echte 

Partner"- now we are genuine partners. He took 

the delegation from Buckingham and guests 

from twinned towns Mouvaux and Ustron in 

Poland on a personal guided coach tour of wider 

district; this included the Julius Stursberg 

grammar school whose desire for an exchange 

programme with the UK prompted the original 

twinning link. The ELIM centre was included too 

which is a social focus for the community. The 

generous hospitality offered to our 

representatives embraced Chinese and Italian 

cuisine as well as more traditional German fare. 

Our Mayor Councillor Mark Cole kindly shared 

part of his official speech for this newsletter as 

well as a personal comment: 

"It has certainly been the highlight of my 

mayoral year so far". He was honoured that 

Buckingham should have been the first town in 

the UK to sign an agreement with a European 

partner after Brexit. He enthused about his 

close affinity with Germany through working in 

motorsport journalism and while praising the 

three-way link existing now, added "next, 

hopefully, Poland". Our Derek Carpenter went 

out his way to stretch out a Buckingham hand of 

friendship to the Ustron invitees. A possible 

http://www.buckinghamtwinning.org.uk/


future friendship agreement finds support from 

some other council members too.  

The annual Coffee and Croissants morning took 

place on Saturday 7th March in the Community 

Centre. I felt a real positive buzz with animated 

conversation going on at all the tables. Ruth 

Newell and Stephanie Scrase were working like 

trojans as ever in the kitchen aided by Sue. 

Lorna Joy's mouth-watering Kuchen proved to 

be a real hit. I now know what "Gugelhopf" is. I 

shared a fascinating chat with our president 

Christine Strain-Clark and husband Peter who 

pointed out an original watercolour, a gift from 

Mouvaux, of the restaurant where she signed 

the very first bond of twinning intent on a 

napkin. 

It was a sparkling event, not just because of the 

Lycra worn by the “Parkrunners” who came, 

alerted by Stephanie Pelletier and Steve Haines, 

but also for new ideas. We had meeters and 

greeters outside. Another cracking idea by Steve 

was a quiz on Twinning. This plus two others on 

French and German culture courtesy of Valerie 

Shaw and Sue Watkins, meant brain cells and 

taste buds were stimulated during the morning. 

I still haven’t got some answers, maybe others 

haven’t too? We'll just have to wait for next 

year or the next newsletter. 

People were mingling together on that busy 

Saturday. Not now. 

Only two weeks later an email sent by Annie 

Millecamps, chair of Mouvaux twinning to our 

secretary spoke of the situation in France and 

put in block capitals "PRENEZ BIEN SOIN DE 

VOUS". Take good care of yourselves. A week 

later President Macron announced draconian 

measures, repeating "NOUS SOMMES EN 

GUERRE." We are at war. The Mouvaux town 

website now urges "ENSEMBLE SAUVONS DES 

VIES..RESTEZ A LA MAISON. Together let's save 

lives..stay at home! 

Neukirchen Vluyn’s website includes the 

number of Covid 19 cases.    

Postponements have been inevitable. A small 

group visit from Mouvaux to join a Huguenot 

walk of exploration in London organised by Jo 

Veglio. This sounds interesting for the future. 

Another of her initiatives, building on a 

Neukirchen tennis club request to foster links 

with Buckingham Tennis Club will now not be 

happening next weekend April16/17. Chairman 

Chris Northey was very keen to welcome their 

group and set the tennis balls rolling. 

Unfortunately, other projects planned for May 

and June are also now postponed such as the 

cycling trip to les 3 Monts, sending exhibits to 

the Mouvaux Salon des Artistes, the visit to 

Tepee project and Garden Show. Please check 

the website for updates. A small contingent 

from Mouvaux will not be here in July as the 

Buckingham Summer Festival is now cancelled. 

The committee is determined to drive forward a 

dynamic communication strategy as mentioned 

at the start. During the coming weeks the vital 

importance of connecting and re-connecting 

with people will be visible. Stephanie Lepelletier 

is inspiring this initiative. 

We know this is happening already. Emails, 

phone calls, social media, even an (old-

fashioned?) letter will be employed. 

Our twinning Facebook page ‘Buckingham 
Twinning Association’ is attracting plenty of 

regular hits and Facebook Live can be a tool for 

joint activities. Instagram opens up links with 

our partners and will engage with a new, 

younger, demographic. Zoom is already bringing 

familiar faces together such as U3A language 

groups and enabling our council and other 

forces in the community to take key decisions 

for the common good. The next newsletter will 

report on what has been happening on this 

front and news of progress on activities. In the 

meantime, as the imminent holiday weekend 

will be spent in sad, trying and bizarre 

circumstances for some we can all share the 

traditional greetings: 

Happy Easter, Joyeuses Pâques, Fröhe Ostern. 

 Robert     
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