
 

NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2020 

We are twinned with Mouvaux in France and 

Neukirchen-Vluyn in Germany 

  

This is the first newsletter of the decade and the 

first since June 2019. It is a chance to reflect and 

to look forward to exciting developments and 

activities ahead.  

What happened in 2019? 

"See you at the Boules!" This is how Geoffrey 

Shaw ended the newsletter. Sadly, he was not 

on hand fulfilling his usual umpiring duties and 

then we had shock of his untimely death a few 

days later. The Friday 17 July 2020 Boules 

evening will see the presentation of the 

Geoffrey Shaw cup in his memory. His 

tremendous enthusiasm and commitment to 

the Association since its inception will always be 

remembered. His loss is also felt within the 

many other organisations he was devoted to.  

Geoff was looking forward to a visit to Mouvaux 

last October. Valerie Shaw kindly summarised 

the small group's weekend she participated in, 

and in glowing terms...amazing hosts, 

impressive concert, visit to a WWII bunker 

museum being a "must". An exploration of 

Tourcoing and a walking tour of old Lille (noisy 

Giants included) also counted as highlights. She 

wrote that "camaraderie" took on another 

meaning that weekend: this was what Twinning 

was all about. 

"Camaraderie" and "Kamaradschaft" could be 

the watchwords for the Association, 

Buckingham for this year, decade and beyond! 

 

 

A group from Neukirchen Vluyn visited 

Buckingham in October and enjoyed tours of 

Bletchley Park and Oxford, including the 

Ashmolean Museum. An "Europafest" over 

there in Germany a week later saw Rory Evans 

representing Buckingham with his guitar and 

making a big hit. 

 

A programme of varied cultural and musical 

events figures highly on their town website. In 

September a small group had visited the 

"Erntedankfest"(Harvest festival) which seems 

to be a key event on their calendar involving 

markets, processions in traditional costume and 

thanksgiving services. Some products such as 

English wine, gin and marmalade were sold on a 

stall by our group. Dancing at a local square 

dancing get together was also a purpose of the 

visit. Susie and Simon Kelly related to me at the 

November AGM how successful and enjoyable 

this event had proved to be. 

 

Sue Watkins presented her first annual report as 

Chair at the AGM in November, detailing the 

major achievements of 2018/19 and presenting 

plans for future events. As usual a popular 

French film entertained the attendees 

afterwards, this year ‘La Famille Bélier’ 

 

The annual Christmas market in Mouvaux was a 

resounding success generating a surplus 3x 

higher than usual. Derek Carpenter described 

the "Magnificent Seven" riding in, despite 

transport strikes, with an array of goodies: Lorna 

Joy's mouth-watering mince pies and the 

traditional Christmas crackers being a particular 

hit.  The parents of Stephanie Scrase were to be 

commended for overseeing stock at the market 

and supporting the team. 

A week later some of the "7" were in action 

again at the Community Fayre, after the 

Buckingham Christmas Parade. An inflatable 

Father Christmas oversaw a hugely successful  

 



 

stall with Tombola, Guess the weight of the 

cake, raffle; all in all a super fundraising event. 

The inspired attraction of Jo Veglio with the 

bagatelle board caught the attention especially 

of the younger visitors. 

 

What’s on in 2020? 

With February here already the first big social 

event of 2020 as many members already know 

via a colourful flyer or the Village Voice is a QUIZ 

NIGHT in MAIDS MORETON VILLAGE HALL on 

Saturday 8th February. Under the auspices of 

that "eminence grise" of the quiz scene, Terry 

Penny, it promises to be a great evening 

including a tasty Ploughman's...certainly an 

alternative to Saturday night TV.  

The official signing of the Twinning Agreement 

with Neukirchen-Vluyn will take place in 

Germany on the 14th/15th February involving 

our Mayor, Mayoress and others. 

A little later than usual, on Saturday 7th March 

the ever popular Coffee and Croissants event at 

the Community centre aims to be a focal point 

for members old and new .There will be 

"Kuchen" again too I am told (I can certainly 

recommend the baker). It will also be an 

opportunity for subscriptions to be paid. The 

brilliant colourful flier kindly designed by Lorna 

Joy’s son will surely attract new members, 
backed up by encouraging conversation over a 

cuppa. 

Looking ahead to the Spring a Cycling trip is 

planned to Les 3 Monts at the end of May and a 

Walking group initiative is being mooted with 

Neukirchen-Vluyn, here and potentially later at 

their "Laufendonk". More news in the next 

newsletter. Remember "laufen" can mean to 

walk or to run! 

Another new venture will be a visit to the 

Landesgartenschau near Neukirchen-Vluyn in 

May where 2 very special Tepees are on display.  

Over 300 knitted squares were sewn together, a 

fantastic joint effort of all the twin towns.  

 

This would be a great opportunity, not just for 

gardeners and knitters, to explore our new 

partner's territory. 

 

We are very lucky that fresh faces are taking a 

lead on the committee and I look forward to 

meeting our new membership secretary 

Christine Witter who is also taking on the 

mantle of webmaster. Her efforts will transform 

the website so that it will be launched in early 

Spring as the key focus for communication. That 

super clear hot off the press message about 

payments shows she is really on the ball. 

 

Last but certainly not least YOUTH. 

Sue Watkins reminded us at the AGM that one 

of our objectives is : 

To open up the horizons of the young to prepare 

them for the increasingly global future. 

 A group of youngsters from Neukirchen-Vluyn 

will be over from 6th to 11th February. 

An exchange between Akeley Wood School and 

College Maxence van der Meersch is being 

planned. We continue to award an annual prize 

to a RLS student for language learning 

improvement. A reading group for youngsters 

involving the library is planned for the Spring. It 

will be good to find out more about these 

initiatives from committee youth lead Stephanie 

Lepelletier. Updates next time! 

 

I hope this newsletter gives current and 

potential members a hint of optimistic, 

enjoyable and exciting times ahead! 

Robert     

The personal views of newsletter editor Robert 

Winks 

 


